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Code No. 100
EDUCATIONAL PHILOSOPHY

The Board of Directors of the Van Buren Community School District is committed to the
operation of schools whose purpose is to serve by assisting each learner develop into a mature
individual and contributing member of society. The goals of education and the goals of
democracy are fundamentally the same. The board believes the nature of learning is continuous
experience throughout the lite of each individual. This experience is influenced Dy a variety of
factors including the environment surrounding the learner. The board also believes, and
recognizes, the nature of a learner requires an awareness of the unique needs of each individual
and the various stages of development associated with growth. It is believed all have the
capability of learning given appropriate opportunity,

The Board of Directors recognizes the guardianship of public education is a trust and an
obligation. Consequently, the board believes that a desirable learning atmosphere must be
provided which includes the following: 1) Appropriate facilities; (2) Competent staff’ (3)
Appropriate educational and instructional materials; (4) Assurance of safety; (5) Recognition of
individual dignity and worth; (6) A scope of educational experiences to challenge each student;
and (7) Periodic review, revision, and evaluation. ;

The Board further believes the scope of educational experience should meet the needs of

-varied learners and include experiences that encompass the intellect and associated basic and

developmental skills, as well as aesthetic, physical, civic, social vocational, multicultural, and
technological awareness.

Date of Adoption:  May 9, {990

- Date Reviewed: “August 11, 1999

Date Revised: November 8. 1995




Forward

The purpose of this guide is to assist teachers in the organization and
instruction of Language Arts classes in the VVan Buren Community School
District.

This-guide provides direction for teachers of grades -kmdergarten ,)
- through sixth gradesand is adaptable for individual and class needs:-it-is;
“showever, important that teachers follow the suggested sequence and scope of
lesson content to ensure systematic and comprehensive instruction concepts and
skills.
Committee members established basic agreement on the philosophy and
goals of Language Arts in our school system.

This guide, prepared by classroom teachers, for use by classroom
teachers, provides a scope and sequence for instruction, which reflects a sense
of wonder, and appreciation for the gifts within and around us.
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Code No. 101
EDUCATIONAL OBJECTIVES

. OUR FRAME OF REFERENCE
We believe that the school as a public institution should provide insofar as possible:

1. A well-qualified and efficient corps of teachers.

2. A physical plant and equipment adequate to meet the needs of every learner.
3. Experiences for effective learning.
4

An educational leadership, which leads to continucus improvements of the school.

We believe there is a common set of skills, knowledge, and attitudes essential to the total development of
all Van Buren students. These learning’s have intrinsic value, independent of a student’s background, for the
fulfillment of future aspirations. We further believe that these skills, knowledge and attitudes constitute a set of
expectations that all students create and attain meaningful goals and engage in life long learning.

The skills and competencies, late listed, establish a vision of what a Van Buren High School graduate
should know and be able to do within the identified areas. Recognizing that students begin their schooling at
different levels of readiness, and some have developmental handicaps, the listed skills and competencies are not

meant to define minimum competencies but set a standard for an education citizen that is essential to becoming a
productive and contributing member of society.

. SKILLS AND COMPETENCIES
Reading

As a result of education in grades K — 12, 4each student shouid be abie to:

. identify and comprehend the main and subordinate ideas, details and facts in written work and summarize
the ideas in his/her own words;
. identify, comprehend and infer comparisons, contrasts, sequences dnd conclusions in written work;

recognize different purposes and methods of writing, identify a writer's point of view and tone, and
interpret a writer's meaning inferentially as well as literally;

. set purposes, ask questions and make predictions prior to and during reading and draw conclusions from
reading
. make critical judgments about written work including separating fact from opinion, recognizing

propaganda, stereotypes and statements of bias, recognizing inconsistency and judging the validity of
evidence and sufficiency of support;

. vary his/her reading speed and method based on the type of material and the purpose for reading;
» use the feature of books and other reference materials, such as table of contents, preface, introduction,
titles and subtitles, index, glossary, appendix and bibliography.

Writing

As a resuilt of education in grades K — 12, each student should be able to:

. write standard English sentences with correct sentence structure, verb forms, punctuation, capitalization,
possessives, plural forms, word choice and spelling;

. select, organize and relate ideas and develop them in coherent paragraphs;

. organize sentences and paragraphs into a variety of forms and produce writing of an appropriate length
using a variety of composition types:

. use varying language, information, style and format appropriate to the purpose and the selected
audience;

. conceive ideas and select and use detailed examples, illustrations, evidence and logic to develop the
topic;

. gather information from primary and secondary sources; write a report using that information; quote,
paraphrase and summarize accurately, and cite sources properly; .

4




improve his or her own writing by restructuring, correction errors and rewriting.

Speaking and Listening

As a result of education in grades K — 12, each student should be able to:

. engage critically and constructively in an oral exchange of ideas:

) ask and answer questions correctly and concisely;

. understand spoken instructions and give spoken instructions of others:

» distinguish relevant from irrelevant information and the intent from the details of an oral message;

. identify and comprehend the main and subordinate ideas in speeches, discussions, audio and video
presentations, and report accurately what has been presented;

. comprehend verbal and nonverbal presentations at the literal, inferential and evaluative levels;

. deliver oral presentations using a coherent sequence of thought, clarity of presentation, suitable
vocabulary and length, and nonverbal communication appropriate for the purpose and audience.

Mathematics _ -
As a result of education in grades K — 12, each student should be able to:

. add, subtract, muitiply, and divide using whole numbers, decimals, fractions and integers;

. make and use measurements in both traditional and metric units to measure lengths, areas, volumes,
weights, temperatures and times; .

. use ratios, proportions and percents, powers and roots;

» understand spatial relationships and the basic concepts of geometry;

. make estimates and approximations, and judge the reasonableness of resuits;

. understand the basic concepts of probability and statistics;

) organize data into tables, charts and graphs, and read and interpret data presented in these forms;

. formulate and solve problems in mathematical terms,

Reasoning
As a resuit of education in grades K — 12, each student should be able to-:

» recognize and use inductive and deductive reasoning, recognize fallacies and examine arguments from
various points of view:

. draw reasonable conclusions from information found in various sources, and defend his/her conclusions
rationally;

. formuiate and test predictions and hypotheses based on appropriate data:

. comprehend, develop and use concepts and generalizations;

. identify cause and effect refationships;

» identify and formulate problems:

. gather, analyze, synthesize and evaluate information pertinent to the problem;

. develop alternative solutions to problems, weight relative risks and benefits, make logical decisions and
verify resuits:

. use critical and creative thinking skills to respond to unanticipated situations and recurring problems.

Studying

As a result of education in grades K — 12, each student should be able to:

set learning goals priorities consistent with stated objectives and progress made, and aflocate the time
necessary to achieve them.

determine what is needed to accomplish a task and establish habits conductive to learning independently
or with others;
follow a scheduie that accounts for both short- and long- term project accomplishment;

locate and use a variety of sources of information including print and non print materials, computers and
other technologies, interview and direct observations;

read or listen to specific information and take efficient notes.




Technological Literacy
As a result of education on grades K — 12, each student should be able to

. identify and design techniques for recognizing and solving problems in science, including the
development of hypotheses and the design of experiments to test them — the gathering of data,
presenting them in appropriate formats, and drawing inferences based upon the results;

) use observation and analysis of similarities and differences in the study of natural phenomena;
. demonstrate the ability to work with laboratory measuring, manipulating and sensing devices:
» understand the implications of existing and emerging technologies on our society and our quality of life;
: including personal, academic and work environments;
. recognize the potential and the limitations of science and technelogy in solving societal problems.
6




K - 12 Language Arts

Definitions:

Standard — A description of what students should understand and be able to do
Benchmark — Translates the standard into what the student should understand and
be able to do at developmentally appropriate levels
Infusions/Provisions:

HOTS - Higher Order Thinking Skills

LS — Learning Skills

CS ~ Career Skills

MCGF - Multi-Cultural Gender Fair

HGD - Human Growth and Development

A“P — Activity Program

Technology

Media/Info Skills

Guidance

At-Risk

Special Education

TAG — Talented and Gifted




DIVISION V
EDUCATION PROGRAM

281 - 12.5(256) Education program. The following education program standards shall be met
by schools and school districts for accreditation with the start of the 1989-1990 school year.

12.5(4) Junior high program, grades 7 and 8. The following shall be taught in grades 7 and 8:
English-language arts, social studies, mathematics, science, health, human growth and education,
and technology education. Instruction in the following areas shall include the contributions and
perspectives of persons with disabilities, both men and women, and persons from diverse racial
and ethnic groups, and shall be designed to eliminate career and employment stereotypes.

In implementing the junior high program standards, the following general curriculum
definitions shall be used.

a. English-language arts. English language arts instruction shall include the following
communication processes: speaking; listening; reading; writing; viewing; and visual expression
and nonverbal communication. Instruction shall incorporate language learning and creative,
logical, and critical thinking. The following shall be taught: oral and written composition;

communication processes and skills, including spelling; literature; creative dramatics; and
reading,

12.5(3) High school program, grades 9-12. In grades 9 through 12 a unit is a course or
equivalent related components or partial units taught throughout the academic year as defined in
subrule 12.5(18). The following shall be offered and taught as the minimum program: English-
language arts, six units; social studies, five units; mathematics, six units as specified in 12.5(5)
“c”; science, five units; health, one unit, physical education, one unit; fine arts, three units;
foreign language, four units; and vocational education, 12 units as specified in 12.5(5) ", ”

In implementing the high school program standards, the following curriculum standards
shall be used.

a. English-language arts (six units). English-language arts instruction shall include the
following communication processes: speaking; listening; reading; writing; viewing; and visual
expression and nonverbal communication. Instruction shall incorporate language learning and
credtive, logical, and critical thinking, The program shail encompass communication processes

and skills; written composition; speech; debate; American, English, and world literature; creative
dramatics; and journalism.




Standard 1:

Benchmarks:

Standard 2:

Benchmarks:

Standard 3:

Benchmarks:

Standards & Benchmarks
Language Arts & Reading

Ability to Use Reading Process

1.1, Determine the meaning of new words from content; word recognition (fluency)
1.2, Interpret non-literal language meaning (vocabulary)

1.3.  Interpret information in new contexts (makes predictions)

1.4, Understand stated information by answering questions

Comprehension of Variety of Literary Texts

2.1. Determine main ideas (short stories, novel)

2.2.  Understands elements of a story (plot, setting, etc.)
2.3, Infer traits, feelings, or motives of characters

2.4. ldentify author's purpose or viewpoint

Comprehension of Variety of informational Texts

3.1. Comprehends details in passages and texts

3.2. Analyze style or structure of a passage

3.3. Draw conclusions summarizing and paraphrasing information
3.4. ldentifies author's viewpoint in an informational text

Teacher Chosen - Standards and Benchmarks

Standard 4:

Benchmarks:

Standard 5:

Benchmarks:

Demonstrates Competency in Written Communication

4.1. Uses the writing process
4.2. Uses the standards of written English

Demonstrates Competency in Spoken Communication

5.1. Formulates and delivers effective oral comrmmunication
5.2. Responds constructively to oral messages



7th Grade Reading
Syllabus

The following will be covered throughout the year:
--Accelerated Reader

Read books
AR Tests

- --Library Orientation

Library map

Practice locating and using library materials to gather information for various
tasks

Tests/quizzes/assigned activities

--Thematic Units - 4-5 Units
Read stories, poems, novel

Worksheets, vocabulary, writing assngnments
Tests, quizzes '

--Poetry Unit
Research published poet
Summary of poet

Create a poetry notebook including original poetry written by student

10
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7th Grade English
Sylabus

The following will be covered throughout the year:

--Grammar

Sentence structure, nouns, pronouns, adjectives and adverbs, prepositions,
conjunctions, interjections, verbals and verbal phrases
Daily assignments and tests

- --Writing
Childhood Memory,-Character Sketch, Research Paper
Writing process: brainstorming, rough draft, editing, final copy
Examples of character sketches for modeling
Score sheet for specific criteria

--Speech

Public speaking process - organizing, outlining, voice tone/quality, eye contact, etc.
Score sheet for specific criteria

Various opportunities for public speaking

20




\

SCOPE & SEQUENCE
GRADES 7 LANGUAGE ARTS

Standard 2: Comprehension of Variety of Literary Texts

Benchmarks:

2.1.  Determine main idea, topic, or theme relating literary works & issues to era
extends the ability to appreciate literature beyond literal storyline

2.2, Relationship including the traits, feelings, and motives of characters or individuals
(philosophical arguments) extends the ability to identify the motivation of characters

2.3. Understands elements of a plot of a given story (imagery, figures of speech)
extends the ability to identify and define literary techniques

24,

Identify author's or speaker’s purpose or viewpoint & influences on writing (irony &
tone) extends the ability to connect writing style to author's purpose

Standard 4: Demonstrates Competency in Written Communication

Benchmarks:

4.1.

4.2

Uses the writing process -
-.. prewriting
extends techniques such as word banks, modeling, 5w + how,

mapping, etc.; extends use of various organizational techniques
drafting

-extends fluency while drafting
-begins to use thesis
-extends ability to write with beginning, middle, and end
-extends ability to write in a variety of genre
-knows friendly letter format; extends knowledge of business letter
-can use research information to draft a paper--cover sheet, written
paper, & works cited
-extends ability to draft and expository paragraph
-introduce concept of 3-5 paragraph expository essay (grade 8)
revision/proofreading
-introduce concept of editing content through addition, deletion, or
subtraction to improve writing
-extends ability to find proofreading errors in written passages
post-writing
-extends ability to use feedback and self-evaluation in writing final
-shares writing in a variety of ways
Uses the standards of written English
applied grammar
-extends application of the usage of 8 parts of speech, especially
iregular forms, pronouns and antecedents, agreement problems

--introductory application of prepositional phrases
sentencing
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-extends ability to identify and correct fragmented and run-on
sentences
-sentence constructing skills extended through sentence-combining
activities
mechanics
-reviews and reinforces capitalization rules
-briefly review end punctuation; abbreviation
-extend ability to use commas, apostrophes, colon
-introduce semicolon and other advanced marks of punctuation
spelling
-reinforce strategies of correct spelling

Standard 5: Demonstrates Competency in Spoken Communication

Benchmarks:

5.1.  Formulates and delivers effective oral communication
-extends the ability to identify appropriate topics, organizes ideas into speech with
beginning, middle, and end
-extends the ability to deliver a speech: eye contact, clarity and volume, vocal
variety, & non-verbal techniques

5.2. Responds constructively to oral messages
-listens to, understands, and responds appropriately to oral communication
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SCOPE & SEQUENCE
GRADE 8
LANGUAGE ARTS

Standard 2: Comprehension of Variety of Literary Texts

Benchmarks:

2.1. Determine main idea, topic, or theme relating literary works & issues to era
extends the ability to appreciate literature beyond literal storyline

2.2. Relationship including the traits, feelings, and motives of characters or individuals
(philosophical arguments) extends the ability to identify the motivation of characters

2.3. Understands elements of a plot of a given story (imagery, figures of speech)
extends the ability to identify and define literary techniques

2.4. Identify author's or speaker’s purpose or viewpoint & influences on writing (irony &
tone) extends the ability to connect writing style to author's purpose

Standard 4: Demonstrates Competency in Written Communication

Benchmarks:
4.1.  Uses the writing process -
prewriting ‘
extends techniques such as word banks, modeling, 5w + how,
mapping, etc.; extends use of various organizational techniques
drafting
-extends fluency while drafting
-begins to use thesis -
-extends ability to write with beginning, middie, and end
-extends ability to write in a variety of genre
-knows friendly letter format; extends knowledge of business letter
-can use research information to draft a paper--cover sheet, written
paper, & works cited
-extends ability to draft and expository paragraph
-introduce concept of 3-6 paragraph expository essay (grade 8)
revision/proofreading
-introduce concept of editing content through addition, deletion, or
subtraction to improve writing
-extends ability to find proofreading errors in written passages
post-writing
-extends ability to use feedback and self-evaluation in writing final
-shares writing in a variety of ways
4.2. Uses the standards of written English
applied grammar
-extends application of the usage of 8 parts of speech, especially
iregular forms, pronouns and antecedents, agreement problems
--introductory application of prepositional phrases
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sentencing ‘
-extends ability to identify and correct fragmented and run-on
sentences
-sentence constructing skills extended through sentence-combining
activities
mechanics
-reviews and reinforces capitalization rules
-briefly review end punctuation; abbreviation
-extend ability to use commas, apostrophes, colon
-intfroduce semicolon and other advanced marks of punctuation
spelling
-reinforce strategies of correct spelling

Standard 5: Demonstrates Competency in Spoken Communication

Benchmarks:

5.1. Formulates and delivers effective oral communication
-extends the ability to identify appropriate topics, organizes ideas into speech with
beginning, middle, and end
-extends the ability to deliver a speech: eye contact, clarity and volume, vocal
variety, & non-verbal techniques

5.2. Responds constructively to oral messages
-listens to, understands, and responds appropriately to oral communication
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8th Grade Reading
Syllabus

The following will be covered throughout the year:

--Accelerated Reader:
Read books
AR Tests

--Thematic Units - 4-5 Units
Read stories, poems, novel
Worksheets, vocabulary, writing assignments
Test, quizzes

--Writing
In depth writing

--Speech
Oral presentations
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8th Grade English

Syllabus

Unit of Study

" Quarter 1

Vocabulary: lessons 1-6

The Sentence

Literature: “Talk to Animals”
Noun Usage

Capitalization -
Literature: “Talk to Animals”
Writing an Eyewitness Report
Speech: sales pitch

Quarter 2

Vocabulary: lessons 7-12

Verb Usage '
Literature: “Tales of the Strange and Mysterious
Autobiographical Writing

Punctuation

Speech: “About Me”

n

- Adjective and Adverb Usage

Quarter 3

Vocabulary: lessons 13-18

Literature: “We Shall Overcome” non-fiction
Research Paper

Pronoun Usage

Speech: informative

Literature

Quarter 4
Vocabulary: 19-24

Phrase Usage
Short Stories and Poetry Writing

. Literature: “Sneaky Tricks and Whopping Lies”

Speech: children’s stories
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| Subject: 8th Grade Reading
- Unit: Thematic Units

- Time: 5-15 days - interspersed throughout the school year

Activities

Materials

Evaluation

Read material: fiction,
nonfiction, poetry, drama

Evaluate the meaning and
significance of individual
pieces of literature

-

Respond to literature
through writing and
speaking

Practice vocabulary

Selected text

Class discussion/questions
assigned/ worksheets/tests
and quizzes/ writing
assignments
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English |
Syliabus

English | is a study, which concentrates upon developing writing skills. Each student is
provided numerous writing assignments and step-by-step instruction in the writing
process. Studying short stories, myths, poetry, and novel develops student skills in
literary analysis. Speaking and listening skills are developed through speaking and
listening activities included in instruction. A study of vocabulary is ongoing.

Teacher: Susan Alarie

i
i
i
i
i
| Unit of Study Weeks
' Unit Writing Workshop Ongoing .
| ' Unit Reading Workshop 3 weeks
l Unit Grammar/LLanguage Usage Ongoing
’ Unit Study Skills/Research Skills 3 weeks
' Unit Public Speaking Ongoing
Unit Literature--Elements of a Story 3 weeks
. Short Story Reading Workshop
| l Unit Literature - The Odyssey 3 weeks
Unit Writing Analytical Responses to Literature
' Unit Novel: selected text 4 weeks
.’ Unit Drama: Romeo and Juliet or selected play 4 weeks
| )
i
A
i
i
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English | Honors
Syllabus

Independent Reading is integrated throughout the year. Students read for one
class period every ten school days.

Creative Writing is integrated throughout the year with students maintaining a
writing folder form which they are required to submit a certain number of pieces of
writing each quarter.

Language/Grammar Study is integrated throughout the year rather than being

 taught as an isolated unit.

TAG teacher will meet with students to develop projects throughout the school
year, -

- Teacher: Susan Alarie

The English | honors course will consist of the following units:

Unit The Odyssey 2-3 weeks
- Unit Short Story 2-3 weeks
unit Novel — To Kill a Mockingbird 7-8 weeks
Unit Mock Trial 1 week
Unit Research n 8 weeks
Unit Novel - A_Tale of Two Cities or 8 weeks

Selected novel or play

Unit Internet Project (in conjunction with 1-2 weeks
-a study of Shakespeare)

Unit Romeo and Juliet (Hamiet, 5-6 weeks
As You Like It, may be substituted)
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World Literature

Unit of Study

Quarter 1

Overview of the Literary Era
Literature of the Ancient World

The Classical Age of Greece and Rome
Traditions in Chinese and Japanese Literature
Literature of the Middle East and Africa

Accelerated Reader program

Quarter 2

Europe in Transition

19th Century European Literature
Modern and Contemporary Literature
Accelerated Reader Program

Wrap up, review, semester test

97

Syllabus

Weeks

PN WD

1.5
ongoing

Weeks

2

2

4
ongoing
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World Literature
Scope and sequence
{1 Semester)

This course requires wide reading of selected literature from around the world.
Students will be challenged to make connections between the literature of other cultures
and their own lives. The primary means of evaluation will be written work, class
discussion and Accelerated Reader quizzes. Other forms of evaluation will be
implemented throughout the semester including individual or group projects and
presentations.

Text: selected -
‘Quarter 1

Subject: World Literature

Unit: Overview of the Literary Eras
Teacher: Mary Dawn Schuck
Time: .5 weeks

Day 1-2 \

Students will be given an overview of the course of study for the semester. Time will
be spent locking at each era and genre that will be studied. The questions of why we
study world literature and how we can apply what we learn to our lives will be
addressed.

Subject: World Literature
Unit: Literature of the Ancient World
Time: 2 weeks

Day 3-12

Selections from Mesopotamian, Egyptian, Hebrew and Indian Literature will be studied.
The primary means of evaluation will be written work, class discussion and Accelerated
Reader quizzes. Other forms of evaluation will be implemented throughout the
semester including individual or group projects and presentations.

Subject: World Literature

Unit: The Classical Age of Greece and Rome
Time: 3 weeks

‘Day 13-28
An examination of Greek and Roman Literature with attention focused on the epics of
~Greece and Rome, Greek Drama and Greek and Roman Mythology. The primary

means of evaluation will be written work, class discussion and Accelerated Reader
quizzes. Other forms of evaluation will be implemented throughout the semester

including individual or group projects and presentations.
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Subject: World Literature
Unit: Traditions of Chinese and Japanese Literature
Time: 1.5 weeks

Day 29-36

A focus on literature from Ancient China and Japan. Special emphasis will be placed on
the study of moral teaching through literature and Haiku. The primary means of
evaluation will be written work, class discussion and Accelerated Reader quizzes.
Other forms of evaluation will be implemented throughout the semester including
individual or group projects and presentations.

Subject: World Literature
Unit: Literature of the Middle East and Africa
Time: 1.5 weeks

Day 36-45

Persian, Arabic and West African Literature will be studied in this unit. The allure of
mysticism, morals and magic in Persian and Arabic literature, and the West African
tradition of giving guidance and praising greatness through literature will be examined.
The primary means of evaluation will be written work, class discussion and Accelerated
Reader quizzes. Other forms of evaluation will be implemented throughout the
semester including individual or group projects and presentations.

Quarter 2

{;Subject: World Literature
Unit: Europe in Transition
Time: 2 weeks

Day 46-56

European Literature during a time of transition will be studied. Students will read pieces
from the Middle Ages, the Renaissance and the Age of Enlightenment. Special
emphasis will be placed on the need for heroes and the human possibility. The primary
means of evaluation will be written work, class discussion and Accelerated Reader
quizzes. Other forms of evaluation will be implemented throughout the semester
inciuding individual or group projects and presentations.

Subject: World Literature
Unit: 19th Century European Literature
Time: 2 weeks

‘Day 57-67
Expressions of the heart during the Age of Romanticism and life’s lessons during the

emergence of Realism will be the focus of this unit. The primary means of evaluation

will be written work, class discussion and Accelerated Reader quizzes. Other forms of
evaluation will be implemented throughout the semester including individual or group

projects and presentations.
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Subject: World Literature
Unit: Modern and Contemporary Literature
Time: 3.5 weeks

Day 68-85

Worlds of change will be the focus of this unit. Expressions of modernism and the
response to war and conflict evident in literature will be the examined. Attention will
also be focused on critics and dreamers when we look at contemporary Nobel Prize
winners. The primary means of evaluation will be written work, class discussion and
Accelerated Reader quizzes. Other forms of evaluation will be implemented throughout
the semester including individual or group projects and presentations.

Day 86-90

Subject: World Literature

Unit: Wrap up, review, semester test
Time: 1 week
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introduction to the Novel |
Syllabus

Unit of Study

Quarter 1

Group reading of novel Running Loose
(at teacher discretion)

Individual reading of novels/contract completion

-

Quarter 2

Individual reading of novels/contract completion
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