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The purpose of this guide is to assist teachers in the organization and instruction of social studies
classes in the Van Buren Community School District.

This guide provides direction for teachers of prekindergarten through grade twelve, and is
adaptable for individual and class needs. It is, however, important that teachers follow the
suggested sequence and scope of lesson coiltent to ensure systematic and comprehensive
instruction of concepts and skills.

Committee members established basic agreement on the philosophy and goals of social studies in
our school system.

This guide, prepared by classroom teachers for use by classroom teachers provides a scope and
sequence for instruction.
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Chopter 12
GENERAL ACCREDITATION 5TANDARDS

PREA,I BLE
The gool for the eorly childhood through twelfth grode educotionol system in fowo is to improve

the leorning, achievement, ond performonce of all students so they become successful members of
o comnunity ond workforce. It is expected that eoch school and school district sholl continue to
improve its educstional system so thot more students will incresse their leorning, achievement, and
performance.

Accreditotion focuses on sn ongoing school improvement process for schools qnd school
districts. However, generol occreditotion stondords ore the minimum reguirements thot must be
met by sn Iowa public school district to be occredited. A public school district thst does not
maintoin occreditotion sholl be merged, by the stote boord of educotion, with one or more
contiguous school districts os reguired by Iowo Code subsection 256.11(1?). a nonpublic school must
meet the generol occreditotion standords if it wishes to be designatEd as occredited for operotion
in lowo.

General occreditotion standsrds ore intended to fulfill the stote's responsibility for moking
avoilsble on appropriqte educationol progrom thst has high expectations for oll students in lowo.
The sccreditotion standords ensure thst esch child has occess to on educstionol program thot
meets fhe needs ond obilities of the child regordless of roce, color, national origin, gender,
disobility, religion, creed, maritolstatus, geographic locstion, socioeconomic bockground.

With locol community input, school districts ond accredited nonpublic schools sholl incorporote
occountobility for student ochievement into comprehensive school improvement plons designed to
incresse the learning, achievement, snd performonce of oll students. As applicable, ond to the
extent possible, comprehensive school improvement plans shall consolidste federol snd state
Progrdm gool setting, plonning, and reporting requirements. Pnovisions for multiculturol and gender
fair educotion, technology integrotion, globol educotion, gifted and tolented students, ot-risk
students, students with disobilities, and the professionol development of all staff sholl be
incorporated, os applicable, into the comprehensive school improvement plan. See subrules 12.5(8)
to 12.5(13), L?.7(L), ond 12.8(1).

DIVISION I
cENERAL STANbARDS

281 - 12. l(256) Eenerql standords.
12.1(l) Schools and schaol districts governed by general accredifatian standards. These

standords govern the occreditotion of all prekindergorten, if offered, or kindergarten through
grode 12 school districts operoted by public school corporotions snd the occreditation, if
reguested, of prekindergorten or kindergarten through grode 12 schools operoted under nonpublic
ouspices. Each school district sholl take qffirmotive steps to integrote students in attendance
centers ond courses. Schools and school districts shsll collect ond onnually review district,
ottendonce center, ond course enrollment dotu on the bssis of roce, notional origin, gender, and
disability. Equal opportunity in programs sholl be provided to all students regardless of roce, color,
nationol origin, gender, disability, religion, or creed. Nothing in this rule sholl be construed os
prohibiting ony bona fide religions institution from imposing quolificotions bosed upon religion when
such guolificstions ore related to o bono fide religious purpose.



DIVISION V
EbUCATION PROGRAM

12.5(4) .Tunior high ptugran, grades 7 and L The following shall be tought in grodes 7
ond 8l English-longuage arts, sociol studiesr mdthemotics, science, heolth, humon growth ond
development, physical education, music, visuol ort, family and consumer educotion, coreer education,
ond technology educotion. fnstruction in the following areos sholl include the contributions ond
perspectives of persons with disabilities, both men ond women, ond persons from diverse rociolond
ethnic aroups; and shsll be designed to eliminste coreer and employment stereotypes.

fn implementing the junior high progrom stondords, the following generol curriculum def initions
sholl be used.

6. Sociol studies. Sociol studies instruction sholl include citizenship educotion, history and
social sciences. Democratic beliefs and values, problem-solving skills, and social and politicol
porticipation skills sholl be incorporoted. fnstruction shall encomposs history, economics,
geogrophy, government including Americsn citizenship, behaviorol sciences, and the cultures of
other peoples and nofions. Strotegies for continued development of positive self-perceptions sholl
be infused.

12.5(5) High school program, gnades ?-IE. fn grades 9 fhrough 12 o unit is o course or
eguivalent reloted components or portiol units taught throughout the ocodemic yeor os defined in
subrule 12.5(18). The following sholl be oflered and taught os the minimum progrdmr English-
longuoge arts, six units; sociol studies, five units; mothemotics, six units as specified in 12.5(5) 'b'i

science, five units; heolth, one unit; physicol educotion, one unit; fine orts, three units; foreign
longuoge, four units; ond vocstionol education, 12 units as specified in12.5(5)"i."

In implementing the high school progrom stondords, the following curriculum stondords shsll be
used.

6. $ociol studies (five units). Sociol studies instruction shall include citizEnship educofion,
history, snd the social sciEnces. Instruction sholl encompass the history of the United Ststes and
the history ond cultures of other peoples ond nstions including the cnolysis of persons, events,
issues, ond historical evidence ref lecting time, change, ond couse snd effect. Instruction in United
Stotes Constitution, the bill of rights, the federol system of government, ond the structure and
relationship between the notionol, state, county, and local governments; ond voter education
including instruction in ststues ond procedures, voter registrotion requirements; ond voter
educotion including instruction in statutes and procedures, voter registrotion reguirements, the use
of popen ballots and voting mochines in election process, ond the method of ocguiring ond casting on
obsentee bqllot. Students' knowledge of the Constitution and the bill of rights sholl be ossessed.
Economics sholl include comporotive ond consumer studies in relotion to the market and commond
economic systems. Geogrophy sholl include the eorth's physicol and culturol features, their spotiol
drrongement ond interrelotionships, and the forces thot affect them. Sociology, psychology, ond
onthropology shall include the scientific study of the individuol ond group behovior(s) reflecting the
impoct of these behsviors on persons, groups, society, and the mojor institutions in o society.
Democrotic beliefs ond values, problem-solving skills, and sociolond political skills shall be
incorporofed. All students in grades nine through twelve must, as a condition of graduotion,
complete a minimum of one-half unit of United Stotes government ond one unit of United Ststes
history and receive instruction in the government of fowo.



Code No.100

EDUCATIONAL PHILOSOPHY

The Board of Directors of the Van Buren Community School District is committed to the

operation of schools whose purpose is to serve by assisting each learner develop into a matute

individual and contributing member of society. The goals of education and the goals of

democracy are firndamentally the same, The board believes the nature of learning is continuous

experience throughout the life of each individual. This experience is influenced by a variety of

factors including the environment sulrounding the leamer. The board also believes, and

recognizes, the nature of a learner requires an awareness of the unique needs of each individual

and the various stages of development associated with growth. It is believed all have the

capability of learning given appropriate opportunity.

The Board of Directors recognizes the guardianship of public education is a trust and an

obligation. Consequently, the board believes that a desirable leaming atmosphere must be

provided which includes the following: (1) Appropriate facilities; (2) Competent staff; (3)

Appropriate educational and instructional materials; (4) Assurance of safety; (5) Recognition of

individual dignity and worth; (6) A scope of educational experiences to challenge each student;

and (7) Periodic review, revision, and evaluation.

The Board further believes the scope of educational experience should meet the needs of

varied learners and include experiences that encompass the intellect 4nd associated basic and

developmental skills, as well as aesthetic, physical, civic, social, vocational, multicultural, and

technological awareness.

Date of Adoption: Mav 9" 1990

Date Reviewed: Aueust 11. 1999

Date Revised: November 8. 1995
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EDUCATIONAL EQUITY POLICY

It is the policy of Van Buren Community School Dishict to provide equal educational and
employment opportunities and not to illegally discriminate on the basis of sex, color, national
origin, religion, marital status, race, socioeconomic status or disability in its educational
program$, activities or its employment and personnel policies.

This district shall provide program activities, a cuniculum and instructional resowces which
will reflect the racial and cultural diversity present in the United States and the variety of
careers, roles and life styles open to both men and women in our society. One of the
objectives of the district's programs, curriculum, services and teaching strategies is to reduce
stereotyping and to eliminate bias on the basis of $ex, race, religion, marital status,
socioeconomic status, color, national origin and disability. The curriculum, programs and
services shall foster respect and appreciation for the cultural diversity found in our country
and an awareness of the rights, duties and responsibilities of each individual as a member of
a pluralistic society.

It is the policy of this district to affirmatively remuit women and men, members of diverse
racial/ethnic groups and persons with disabilities for job categories where they are
underrepresented. A fair and supportive environment will be provided for all students and
employees regardless of their sex, race, national origin, marital status, religion,
socioeconomic status, color or disability. Harassment or discriminatory behavior that denies
civil rights or access to equal educatiorral opportunities including comments, narne-calling,
physical conduct or other expressive behavior directed at an individual or group that
intentionally demeans the race, color, national origin, sex, disability, socioeconomic status,
marital status or religion, made from one employee to another, from an employee to a student
or vice versa, and from one student to another creating an intimidating, hostile or demeaning
environment is a violation of this policy.

The board requires all persons, agencies, vendors, contractors and other persons and
organizations doing business with or performing services for the school district to subscribe
to all applicable federal and state laws, executive orderso rules and regulations pertaining to
contract compliance and equal opportunity.

Inquiries regarding compliance of equity policies may be directed to the following:
Title IX - High School Principal; Title VI - Early Childhood Center Director; and Section
504 - Superintendent, Van Buren Jr/Sr. High School, 503 Henry Street, Keosauqua, Iowa
52565, 319-293-3334, to the Director of the Iowa Civil Rights Commission, Des Moines,
Iowa, or to the Director of the Region VII Office of Civil Rights, Department of Education,
Kansas City, Missouri.

The Affirmative Action Coordinator for the district shall be the Building
Principals/Superintendent. The Educational Equity Coordinator for the district will be the
Curriculum Director. Inquiries conceming a grievance procedue should be addressed to
either coordinator.



Federal land state regulations require that the non-disuimination policy, the identity of the

designated local coordinator and notiJication about the existence ofthe grievance procedure be

dissiminated to employees, students and parents on an annual or ongoing basis' This

notification must be included in major annual or general publications such as:

Student Handbooks School Newsletters Teacher Handboolts

Local Newspapers Employee (StdfJ) handbooks Employment

Application Forms Registration handbook Program Brochures & Publications

igreement forms with labor organizations and businesses which hold professional agreements

with the school 0r agencY.

Legal Reference: 20 uSC.F22F gFsβ?.rFppり
2θ usc FttFどrざβ?.″ppり
2θ uSG F7θ′どrざβ?`rFppり
,pttSC 7pィrrppっ
イ2 ViC F2プθFどrJ?みPppり
ヨイC五沢.Pi Fθθ″p夕り
JイC二沢,Pl FθイrFppり
rowαごθ施2Fd Pf 7JユFF,ゴFИす2母θ,J βθθり
2母F五】̀ G F2

Fθθ.2Dな〃たr且品ごαr′θ″α′E?″′伊Pθ′′げ
イθ2軌ギ 打れどαrf04α″E?率[伊P●rfcy

5Fび駒 挽″r駐血 ごαガθ″α′ユ7冴ftt PθrfT

Cross Reference:

Date of Adoption: Mav 9. 1990

Date of Review: March 8. 2006

Date of Revision: April 12.2006
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FREEDOM TO TEACH, TO LEARN, AND TO EXPRESS IDEAS IN TFIE PUBLIC SCHOOLS

The freedom to teach, to learn, and to express ideas without fear of censorship are
fundamental rights held by public school teachers and students as well as all other citizens. These
freedoms, expiessed and guaranteed in the First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, must be
preserved in ihe teachingileaming process in a society of diverse beliefs and viewpoints and shared
heedoms. Public schools must promote an atmosphere of free inquiry and a view of subject matter
reflecting a broad range of ideas so that students are prepared for tesponsible citizenship.
However, criticism of educational resources and teaching methods and the advocacy of additional
educational resources are also essential First Amendment rights of students, faculty, parents, and
other members of the community,

Public school personnel should:

1. Select curriculum, teaching methods, resouroes, and materials appropriate to the education
objectives and the maturity and skill levels of the students based on their professional
competence as educators and according to established school board policies and
procedures. However, teachers should not be allowed to indoctrinate students with their
own personal views.

2. Provide students with access to a broad range of ideas and viewpoints.

3. Encourage students to become decision makers, to exercise freedom of thought, and to
make independent judgments through the examination and evaluation of relevant
infotmation, evidence, facts, and differing viewpoints.

4. Support students' rights to present their ideas even if some people might find the ideas
objectionable.

5. Discuss issues, including those viewed by some as controversial, since such discussion is
essential to students' development of critical thinking and other skills which prepare them
for full participation as citizens in a democratic society.

Individuals or groups outside the public schools should not be allowed to;

L Use the public schools to indocilinate students with particular viewpoints or beliefs.

2. Determine which viewpoints will be presented or avoided in public schools.

3. Require the disciplining of professional stafffor including issues or resources considered
controversial in their classes if the reasons for including them are educationally sound.

Date of Adoption:

Date ofReview:

Date ofRevisionr

Auzust I3. 1986

March 14.2001



Van Buren Community Schools S'Year Goal for Social Studies:

All students will be proficient in social studies, including the areas of history, geography,
government and civics and economics. Van Buren students will also meet the annual yearly
progress trajectory, when established.



SOCIAL STUDIES RATIONALE

The social studies program is concemed with preparing young citizens for active
participation in American society. Social studies education is the structured school program
providing this preparation.

Social studies should be viewed as an essential component of students; education. Social
studies plays a significant role in leading students to value democratic beliefs and behavior, to
understand themselves in the context of contemporary life, and to live responsibly in the global
community. Social studies interrelate the capability and capacity for suvival by the human
species - survival related to the interdependence with a finite natural resource base.

It is the responsibility of the social studies to prepare young people to identiff,
understand, and work to resolve problems that confront them, and our nation, and the
intenlational community. To accomplish these tasks and work effectively as citizens, they need
knowledge of past civilizations and the social and behavioral sciences. Moreover, they should
understand the role of social institutions and values in their olvn society and in other societies
around the world.

Social studies should be viewed as the major subject matter area where social interaction
skills are emphasized and utilized fully. Social studies develops the necessary individual
leadership skills to enable students to cope with change, resolve conflict, appreciate diversity and
participate responsibly in a representative democracy at local, state, national, and intemational
levels.



Social Studies
7-12 Stnndards and Benchmarks/Scope and Sequence

Standards and Benchmarks Scone and Sequence
Class 7th 8th WH AH GOV ECO soc PSY

|. Understanding civic practices and government
svstems
7-8 Benchmarks:
A. Understands the organization and major responsibilities
of local. state. and national governments' D D

B. Identifies methods of political participation and its
imoortance in a democratic socieW D D

9‐12 Benchmarks:

C. Understands methods used by the government to meet the
needs and wants of citizens, regulate territory, manage
conflict, establish order and securify, and balance competing
concentions ofa iust society. D D D D D D

D. Understand how one person contributes politically and
sociallv to the welfare of a democratic society. D D D D D D

2. Understanding geographic information to understand

ueonle and nlaces
7-8 Benchmarks:

A. Knows and is able to locate important geographical
nlaces. events. and nations. D D

B. Understands the characteristics and uses ofgeographic
tools. D D

9-12 Benchmarks:
C. fnows the geographic location and significance of
important Dlaces. events, and nations. D D D D D D

n. Xnowi ethnic, cultural, and physical characteristics of
different resions. D D D D D D

3. Understands the past' pre$ent and future ofvarious
cultures.
7‐8 Benchmarksl

A. Recognizes how and why groups, societies, and cultures
are similar to and different from us. D D

B. Recognizirrg change makes connections between
historical events and present issues D D

9-l? Benchmarks:
C. Understands how and why groups, societies, and cultures
are similar to and different from us. D D D D D D

D. Understands the causes and long-term consequences of
maior historical events. D D D D D D

4. Understanding resources, limitations, choices.
7-8 Benchmarks:
A. Understands the factors that shaped the economic system
in the colonies and the Americas. D D

B. Recognizes how scarcity affects choices D D

9-12 Benchmarks:

C. Understand how the scarcity ofproductive resource$
requires the development of economic systems to make
decisions about how goods and services are to be produced
and distributed. D D D D D D

D. Understand the role that supply and demand, pricesn
incentives, and profits play in determining what is produced
and distributed in a free market economic system. D D D D D D

10
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7th Grade Social Studies $yllabus

Instructor: Mr. Roush
Length of Class: One Year

The curriculum will be composed of World Geography (Western Hemisphere)o and State and
Local Government. The time allotted for World Geography is twenty-seven weeks and State and
Local Govemment. nine weeks.

Unit

Unit l‐Intro的Geo質raphv

Chapter 1:
Chapter 2:
Chapter 3:
Chapter 4:

Chapter 5:
Chapter 6:
Chapter 7:
Chapter 8:
Chapter 9l
Chapter l0:

A Geographic World
Planet Earth
Climate, Environment, and Resources
The World's People

Early History of the Americas
Mexico
Central America and the Caribbean
Caribbean South America
Atlantic $outh America
Pacific South America

Unit 2‐The Americas rCentral and Southh

Lensth

9 Weeks

6 Weeks

8 Weeks

9 Weeks

Unit3-NorthAmerica

Chapter 11: The United States
Chapter 121 Canada

Unit4-IowaHistory

Materials
Textbook: Holt, 2007: Western World
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8th Grade Social Studies $yllabus

Instructor: Mr. Simmons
Length of Class: One Year

The essential elements of American History are listed and explained on the following
pages of the guide with referencing as to the chapter where they are taught. In addition to
the basic course in the guide there are re-teaching worksheets for each section for at risk
and special education student as well as a variety of enrichment activities for the talented
and gifted student.

Unit Leneth

Unit I 9 Weeks
Basic Skills: Geography - Mup Skills - Time Lines
Chapter 1: The World Before the Opening of the Atlantic
Chapter 2: New Empires in the Americas
Chapter 3: The English Colonies
Chapter 4: The American Revolution

Unit 2 6 Weeks
Chapter 5: Forming a Government
Chapter 6: Citizenship and the Constitution
Chapter 7r Launching the Nation

Unit 3 I Weeks
Chapter 8: The Age of Jefferson
Chapter 9: A New National ldentitY
Chapter l0: The Age of Jackson
Chapter 1l I Expanding the West

unit 4 I weeks
Chapter 12: The North
Chapter 13: The South
Chapter l4: New Movements in America
Chapter l5: A DividedNation

Unit 5 4 Weeks
Chapter 16: The Civil War
Chapter l7: The Reconstruction Era

Materials
Textbook: Holt, ?007: U.S. History Beginnings Through 1877
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World Geography I

Grade: 9 -12
Instructor: Mr. Simmons
Length of Class: One Semester

A broader understanding of the geography of today's world can be helpful to senior high
students in many ways. Geography can affect the place where one lives, the way one lives, one's
futwe choice ofjobs, and the things one needs and uses in daily living. Geography also helps to
urderstand news events, and how one may be affected. In today's world, things that happen
thousands of miles away may affect a person as much as events in the local community. See
other sheets to know and understand the make-up of our world plays an important part in
everyone's life.

Unit Lensth

Unit 1 _ The Geoqraphic World 12 Weeks

Chapter 1: Studying Geography

Chapter 2: Earth in Space

Chapter 3: Weather and Climate

Chapter 4: Landforms, Water, and Natural Resources

Chapter 5: Human Geography

Chapter 6: Human Systems

UnitT-Africa 6Weeks

Chapter ?1: North Africa

Chapter 22: West and Central Africa

Chapter 23: East Africa

Chapter 24: South Africa

Materials
Textbook: Holt, 2005: World Geography Today
Map and Globe Handbook

21
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World History

Instructor: Mr. Roush
Length of Class: One Year

The purpose of World History is primarily to provide both an understanding and appreciation of
the present in terms of the past. To more nearly understand the present in terms of the past, To
moie nearly understand the present, the student should be acquainted with the history of Eastern
Civilizations as well, providing the student of World History with a more global perspective.

Unit
Unit 1- The People of the World. Prehistorv - 2500 B'C-
Chapter 2: Early River Valley Civilizations
Chapter 3: People and Ideas on the Move, 2000 B.C. - 250 B'C.
Chapter 4: FirstAge of Empires, 1570 B.C' - 200 B.C.

unit 2 - New Directions In Government and societv. 2000 B.c.-700 A.D.
Chapter 5: Classical Greece, 2000 B.C. - 300 B'C'
Chapter 6: Ancient Rome and Early Christianity, 500 B'C' - 500 A'D'
Chapter 7: India and China Establish Bmpires,400 B.C' - 550 A.D'
Chapter 8: African Civilizations, 1500 B.C. - 700 A.D.

Unit 3 - An Aee of Exchanee and Encounter. 500 - 1500
Chapter l0: An Age ofExchange and Encounter, 500 - 1500
Chapter I l: Byzantines, Russians, and Turks Interact' 500 - 1500
Chapter 13: European Middle Ages, 500 - 1200
Chapter 14: The Formation of Western Europe, 800 - 1500
Chapter 17; European Renaissance and Reformation, 1300 - 1600

Unit 4 - Colonization" Absolutism. and Revolution. 1400 -1900

Chapter 20; The Atlantic World, 1492 - 1800
Chapter 2l: Absolute Monarchs in Europe, 1500 ' 1800
Chapter 22: Enlightenment and Revolution, 1550 - 1789
Chapter 23: The French Revolution and Napoleon, 1789 - 1 81 5
Chapter 24: Nationalist Revolts Sweep the West, 1789 -1900

Unit 5 - Transitionine to the Modern World
Chapter 25: The Industrial Revolution, 1770 - 1900
Chapter 26: The Age of Democracy and Progress, 1815 - 1914
Chapter 27: The Age of Imperialism, 1850 - 1914
Chapter 28: Transformations Around the Globe, 1800 - l914

Unit 6 - The World at War. 1900 - 1945
Chapter 29: The Great War, l9l4 - 1918
Chapter 30: Revolution and Nationalism, 1900 - 1939
Chapter 31: Years of Crisis, 19l9 -l 939
Chapter 32: W.W. il, 1939 - 1945

Materials
Textbook: McDougal Littell,2007: World History Pattems of Interaction

Lenqth
3 Weeks

6 Weeks

7 Weeks

8 Weeks

3 Weeks

6 Weeks
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American History

Instructor: Mr. Roush
Length of Classl One Year

"I know no way ofjudging the future but by the past" - Patrick Henry
History is not only about yesterday's events, it is about today's headlines and tomorrow's news.
To better understand the direction the United States is heading, it is important that students
understand how we got to the present.
Why study History? Because we are all a part of it.

Uuit
Unit l- Reconstruction
Chapter 4: The Union in Peril

Chapter 5:

Chapter 6:

ChaPter 7:

Chapter 8:

Changes on the Western Front
A New Industrial Age
India Immigrants and Urbanization
A Life at the Turn of the Century

Unit 3 - Modern America Emerees
Chapter 9; The Progressive Era
Chapter l0: America Claims an Empire
Chapter I l: The First World War

Unit 4 - The 1920's and the Great Depression
Chapter l2: Politics of the Roaring 20's
Chapter l3: The Roaring Life of the 1920's
Chapter 14: The Great Depression
Chapter 15; The New Deal

Unit 5 - W.W. II and It's Aftermath. 1931 - 1960
Chapter l6: World War Looms
Chapter 17: The U.S. In W.W. il
Chapter 18: Cold War Conflicts
Chapter 19: The Post War Boom

Unit 6 - Livinq With Great Tumoil
Chapter 20: The New Frontier and the Great Society
Chapter 2l: Civil Rights
Chapter 22: The Vietnam War Years
Chapter 23: The Era of Social Change

Unit 7 - Passaee to a New Centwv
Chapter 24: An Age of Limits
Chapter 25: The Conservative Tide
Chapter 26: The U.S, In TodaY's World

Materials
Textbook: McDougal Littell, 2007: The Americans - Reconstruction to the 2l't Century

L ●鳳封h

l Week

4 Weeks

5 Weeks

7 Weeks

I Weeks

I Weeks

4 Weeks
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World GeograPhY II

Grade: 1l - 12
Instructor: Mr, Simmons
Length of Class: One Semester

A broader understanding of the geography of today's world can be helpful to senior high students in many
ways. Geography can affect the place where one lives, the way one lives, one's fufure choice ofjobs, and
thethings one needs and uses in daily living. Geography also helps to understand news events, and how
one may be affected. In today's world, things that happen thousands of miles away may affect a person
as much as events in the local community. It is a necessiry to know and understand the make-up of our
world for it plays an important part in everyone's life.

Unit

Unit 4 - Europe
Chapter 13: National Environments of Europe
Chapter 14: Northern and Western Europe
Chapter 15: Central Europe
Chapter 16: Southern Europe and the Balkans

Unit 5 - Russia and Northern Eurasia
Chapter 17: Russia, Ukraine, Belarus
Chapter l8: Central Asia

Unit6-SouthwestAsia
Chapter l9: Persian Gulf and Interior
Chapter 20: Eastern Mediterranean

Uni tS-SouthAsia
Chapter 25: India
Chapter 26: Indian Perimeter

Unit 9 - East and Southeast Asia
Chapter 27: China, Mongolia, Taiwan
Chapter 28: Japan and the Koreas
Chapter 29: Mainland Southeast Asia
Chapter 30: Islands of Southeast Asia

Unit 10 - The Pacific World
Chapter 3l: Australia and New Zealand
Chapter 32: The Pacific Islands

Materials
Textbook: Holt,2005: World Geography Today
Map and Globe Handbook

L e n E t h

5 Weeks

2 Weeks

2 Weeks

2 Weeks

4 Welks

3 Weeks

36
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Course Outline
llth & 12th grade Sociology

Instructor: Mr. Jones
Length of class: I Semester

The juniors and seniors of Van Buren Community High School need to understand that
life is greatly affected by society and culture. Due to the students rural setting, exposure
to the outside world is limited are therefore elements of the outside world must be
brought to and taught to the students in the classroom. The world has become a global

*"ono*y and our students need to have a broader outlook to the world in which they live

to be successful. The students will develop a deeper understanding for diversity,
$tructure, aging and placement processes, stratification, racial and ethnic relations,
economy, poliiic*, education and religion. With this deeper understanding, the students
will become better learners and contributors to the modern day society'

Unit Leneth

Chapter I The Sociological Point of View' """'6 days
Chapter 2 Cultural DiversitY.
Chapter 3 Cultural Conformity and Adaptation ..7 days

Chapter 4 Social Structure. ...7 days
Chapter 5 Socializing the Individual' . . '...'7 days

Chapter 6 The Adolescence in Society. . ""'7 days

Chapter 7 The Adult in Society. ""7 days

Chapter I Deviance and Social Control. . ".6 days

Chapter g Social Stratification...... .. " ""'7 days
Chapter 10 Racial and Ethnic Relations' ,....7 days
Chapter 12 The Family ""6 daYs
Chapter 13 TheEconomyandPolit ics. ., ' .."6days
Chapter 14 Education and Religion""'.

Textbook: Holt, Rinehart and Winston,2005: Sociolorv ,
W. LaVerne Thomas. Teacher will use whiteboard, teach/re-teach strategies, enrichment

worksheets, hand-out, manipulatives, magazines/newspaper articleso internet for research
papers, video's, class/group activity, overhead projector and transparencies, guest

speakers.
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Course Outline
llth & lZth Grade Psychology

lnstructor: Mr. Jones
Length of class: I Semester

The juniors and seniors of Van Buren Community High School need to understand
human thought, behavior, learning and motivation processes that will allow them to

further undeistand themselves and others. This need is as old as civilization, but that
need has never been more important than it is today. This course will attempt to improve

our understanding of ourselves, and others through an investigation and discussion of the

learning process,lntelligence and creativity, motivation and behavior, the self and
p*tronulity, abnormal behavior and social behavior. Emphasis will be placed on the

individual's views, opinions and class discussion.

Unit Length

t. Chapter I The Science of Psychology".' ."5 Days

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 5

Chapter 7

Chapter I

Theories of Personality. . . 8 Days

7. Chapter 9 Learning 10 Days

8. Chapter 10 Behaviorin Social andCulturalContext. .......6 Days

9. Chapter I l Psychological Disorders' '..13 Days

10. Chapter 14 MotivatioR.... ...,...7 Days

Materials
Textbook: Prentice Hall,2005: Invitation to Psvcholosy, third edition, Carole Wade &

Carol Tavris. Teacher will use white board, teach/re-teach strategies, enrichment
worksheets, hand-outs, manipulatives, magazine/newspaper articles, internet for research
papers, videoos, class/group activities, overhead projector and transparencies, guest

speakers and mental health tour'

２

　

　

３

　

　

４

　

　

５

　

　

６

Development over the Life Span. ..8 Days

Body Rhythms and Mental States. '.....10 Days

Thinkingandlnteltigence.. ".'...13 Days

Memory. ............7 DaYs
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United States Government

Instructor: Mr. Simmons
Length of Class: One Semester

When asked about government, ffiffiy high school students respond that it is uninteresting. Yet,
politics is an exciting subject. People fight and die for political benefits. Government addresses
some of the most basic issues in your life- the purity of the food you eat, your personal safety,
your education, and your rights to voice an opinion. This class hopes to present material that
makes the institution of government meaningful to each student's daily life. Our country's
success as a democracy and a leading voice of freedom in the world depends on an
understanding of and participation in our local, state and national government.

Unit Lensth

Unit I - Foundations of American Govemment 4 Weeks

Chapter 1: Principles of Government
Chapter3: Constitution
Chapter 4: Federalism

Unit 2 - Political Behavior: Govemment Bv the People 5 Weeks

Chapter 5: Political Parties
Chapter 7: Electoral Process
Chapter 8: Mass Media and Public Opinion
Chapter 9: Interest Groups

Unit 3 - Leeislative Branch 1.5 Weeks

Chapter l0: Congress

Unit 4 * Executive Branch 1.5 Weeks

Chapter 13: Presidency

Unit 5 - Federal Court Svstem 6 Weeks

Chapter 18: Federal Court System
Chapter 19: Civil Liberties: First Amendment Freedoms
Chapter 20: Civil Liberties: Protecting Individual Rights
Chapter 21: Civil Liberties: Equal Justice Under the Law

Materials
Textbook: Prentice Hall, 2006: Magruder's American Government

〓
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Economics

Instructor: Mr. Simmons
Length of Class: One Semester

Our nation cannot afford to have high school age students who lack basic skills to understand
vital economic issues. They need a solid education in economics to learn their role in our wealth
creating society. This class offers students a chance to examine economic concepts through
simulators, hands'on application$, and analyses and interpretations of economics.

Unit Lensth

Unit 1
Chapter l: What is Economics
Chapter 2: Economic Systems and Decision Making
Chapter 3: Business Organizations

Unit 2
Chapter 4: Demand
Chapter 5: Supply
Chapter 6: Pricing and Decision Making
Chapter 7: Market Structures

Unit 3
Chapter I l: Money and Banking
Chapter l2r Financial Markets

Unit 4
Chapter 14: Economic Instability
Chapter l5: The Federal and Monetary Policy

Unit 5
Chapter 17: International Trade
Chapter 20: Global Economic Challenges

Materials
Textbook: Glencoe, 2005: Economics - Principles and Practices

4 Weeks

5 Weeks

3 Weeks

3 Weeks

2 Weeks

，
′
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