Advertisements
Time for activity: 30 Minutes

Supplies:

· Magazines

· Poster board (one per group)

· Glue

· Scissors

· Construction Paper

· Colored and Black Markers

Activities:

Students investigate techniques used in print advertising.  The activity culminates in the making of poster that refute the subconscious messages sent to consumers through tobacco product advertisements.

1.) Divide students into groups and give out magazines.

2.) Give each group 5 minutes to identify one advertisement that they like or think is particularly effective (not tobacco or alcohol)

3.) Give each group 1 minute to share the advertisement they selected with the rest of the class and why they liked it.

4.) Create a list on the board why they picked the ads they liked.

5.) Explain that now you’re going to look at tobacco ads that look effective.

6.) Give each group 5 minutes to select an advertisement for a tobacco product.  They should identify the key messages the tobacco companies are tring to send about their products.

7.) Give each group 1 minute to share their ads and why they picked them.  Make a lis of messages on the board.  Exampls:

a. Smoking/Chewing will make you look cool

b. Smoking/Chewing will make you thin

c. Smoking/Chewing will make you successful

d. Smoking/Chewing will make you get a girlfriend/boyfriend

e. Smoking/Chewing will make you glamorous

f. Smoking/Chewing will make you popular

g. Smoking/Chewing will make you athletic

Discuss with students:

Do you think you are influenced by advertising?

Companies spend billions and billions of dollars each year on advertising for one reason and one reason only: because it works.

Have the students make a poster of the advertisements and what theyir message is and who thy are targeting and why they are bad.

