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Van Buren County SAFE Coalition
October Meeting Minutes

Location: Roberts Memorial Center
Tuesday, October 13, 2009

2:00-2:50pm

Meeting called to order by      Heidi Bainbridge   at   2pm
Members Present:   Heidi Bainbridge, Judy Vajentic, Brooke Lilly, Laurie Dorothy, Ginger Shaw, Randy Besick
Sectors Represented:    Prevention, Domestic Violence, Business Owners, Senior, Children First
Minutes Approved by:
  Laurie Dorothy
 

Second:   Ginger Shaw
	TOPIC:  SAFE Home Pledges
DISCUSSION: 
·  Heidi shared with the group that there had been 304 pledges signed this year, that is up from 250 last year. The directory is being completed and mailed out to everyone the first of November.
· Ginger asked what the pledge stated and Heidi explained that it was a pledge that parents signed that said they would not provide alcohol to anyone under 21 in their home and they will know about or be present at all parties and gathering and are open to communication with other parents.
ACTION STEP: 
BY WHOM: 

BY WHEN:  

	TOPIC:  Family Day
DISCUSSION:

· Family Day was September 28th and is a day that families are encouraged to eat dinner together, as kids who eat regular dinners with their families are more likely to get better grades, and not be involved in risky behaviors. 
· Heidi explained that family day was promoted this year with the following activities; table tents were provided to businesses, and ad and article we placed in each local paper, posters were hung in various places throughout the county and brochures were sent home with all elementary and daycare students in the county.
· Randy wanted to know what CASA stood for- Heidi said she would check and get back to him.
ACTION STEP: Let Randy know what CASA stands for.
BY WHOM: Heidi
BY WHEN: Next week.

	TOPIC:   Rotary Presentation
DISCUSSION:

·  Heidi shared that she was asked to present to Rotary last week and did a short presentation on the coalition, the work they are doing, the costs associated with underage drinking, and how they could get involved.
·  Heidi shared that many of the Rotary members were already members of the coalition.
ACTION STEP:  Rand
BY WHOM:   
BY WHEN:  

	TOPIC:   Iowa Youth Survey
DISCUSSION:

·  Heidi explained that the Iowa Youth Survey was being administered this month to students at Van Buren High School and Middle school to gather their perceptions, attitudes and use of drugs, alcohol and tobacco as well as school climate, and other risky behaviors.
· This shortened survey was given to all students in grades 6-12, but due to a flu outbreak there were a number of middle school students absent so they will be making it up on October 27th.
· Heidi explained that this survey was developed by an external evaluator specifically to meet the needs of our grant and the 4 core measures, and that other schools in the state were also using it but not all of them. This is not the every three year survey administered by the state, but has the same questions.
· This service is being paid for from grant funds.
ACTION STEP:  
BY WHOM:   
BY WHEN:  

	TOPIC:   Business Trainings- STOP
DISCUSSION:

·  Tonja was absent with a cold so Heidi reported on her work.
· She had two trainings with 21 employees and 6 businesses during the last month and 3 sessions scheduled for October. 
· In the last year she has done 76 people, 11 businesses and has had 6 businesses whos trainings have expired.
· She has met with all businesses around the new incentive program and has provided each a list with current employees who have been trained.
· All businesses but one in the county have been trained at one point or another, this business is Hel Mart, and the owner has law enforcement background and feels comfortable with the id process.
· Randy shared that two businesses no longer exist in the county; Masons, and the Lodge in Cantril. Heidi noted they were aware of Masons, but would make note of the Lodge.
ACTION STEP:

BY WHOM:

BY WHEN:

	TOPIC:   Youth Activities and Training
DISCUSSION:

·  Heidi shared that there are over 45 students at the middle school and 10 at each high school and they have great ideas for activities for the year.
· Their training is scheduled for October 28th where they will put a plan in place for what they hope to accomplish.

· The middle school has elected officers and set up committees, both high schools will be doing that this month.
ACTION STEP:   
BY WHOM:  
BY WHEN:  

	TOPIC:   Domestic Violence Month- Judy Vajentic Presented
DISCUSSION:

·  Judy shared that she was with the Tri-state coalition on Domestic Violence and that October was Domestic Violence Month. Her agency handles all domestic and sexual abuse cases in Van Buren and Lee County.
· She provided brochures and a newsletter to be distributed.

· They have a 24 hour crisis line service that is a live person 24 hours, they have a shelter (6 room house) which is unique as there are only 26 left in the state due to budget cuts. This is only a temporary shelter but there is no time limit on how long they can be there. Each family gets their own space and does not have to share with others.

· Randy questioned how full the shelter was at any one time, and Judy said it really varies and they have no rhyme or reason for when or why it is full or empty at certain times. She stated in the last year there have only been 6 nights when it has been empty and right now it is full.
·  Judy shared that they offer outreach counseling for hospital or police intervention. She said victims are supposed to be made aware that they have the right to an advocate at the hospital or police office and they can provide them with the info for the Tri-State Coalition.
· Randy further inquired as to the number of victims who return to the perpetrator and Judy explained that many of them do and she did not have a number. Randy then expressed sentiment that since the number of deaths in his opinion are low that it questions the use of taxpayer dollars to fund domestic violence efforts when so many victims return to their abuser. 

· Judy explained that even if they can save one person, that is one less person that has to be a victim, Heidi also shared that it is similar to alcohol abuse that if we can reach people about the dangers that it can help to change the tides. Brooke also shared that she see’s it being a trickle down affect that many times there is substance abuse problems as well as domestic violence and the children of abusers tend to be abusers themselves and if we can change that cycle it can make a difference. Judy agreed, as did Ginger.

· Heidi thanked Judy for providing the information to the coalition. 
ACTION STEP:     
BY WHOM:     
BY WHEN:

	TOPIC:   Other Business: SAFE Newsletters
DISCUSSION:

·  Heidi provided copies of the SAFE newsletters that went out in the mail this week.
· Reminded anyone that if they have info for the next one they can send it at anytime.
ACTION STEP:     
BY WHOM:     
BY WHEN:


Next Meeting:
November 10th  at the Roberts Memorial Center, 2:00pm



Working meeting- Continue on with Strategic and Action Plan for 2010 DFC grant renewal
Meeting Adjourned:   at 2:50pm   by Laurie Dorothy         second by Ginger Shaw             
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